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FROM THE 


Dillenting Miniſters 


Aſſembled at 


COLNEBROOK 


| March the 40 170, 


To their Brethren in 


L O ND O N. 


Reverend Brethren, . | 
1 * is now about Four Nears: ſince ſome of You pro- 


feſſed to be ſenſible of the broken State of the Non- 
conformiſts Churches, and of the Scandalous Diviſi- 


ſtons, and Diſorders, that had broken in upon us for want 


of our being duly Compacted together as one Body. 


Tian other * gave Occaſion to N moſt 
ü oble - 


C2.) 


Noble and Excellent projet you then formed, of a Gene- 


_— OE 


When you Communicated this-matter to us, 8 other 
Miniſters throughout the Nation, it generally met with 
a Cheerful and ready Concurrence of the Brethren in the 
Country; who greatly Rejoyced, that God had put it in- 
to your Hearts, to engage in ſuch a Work, as was likely 
to „Er more 27 n Ordinary Bleſſings amongſt us. 
Hag you {till purſued this uſeful Deſign with the fame 
Diligence, and Zeal, as you had begun, it would probably 
not only by this time have exceedingly advanced our 
Common Intereſt, (which ought to be dear to all faithful 
Miniſters of Chriſt) but would have ſecured to your ſelves, 
that Reſpect, and Deference, which your Brethren in the 
bran had always deſervedly paid to the Miniſters i in 
the City. 

But, alas! how ſoon did you give juſt grounds of Com- 
plaint to us and others, that this Excellent project of a ge- 
neral Correſpondence Was ſtifled in its very Birth, and 
your weekly Mettings too almoſt grown outof aſe? Could 
we thea-foreſee t Bok vil Conſequences of this Negligence, 
and not be concerned? Could we. behold the Noncon- 
forming Intereſt ſenſibly Declining, and Diſorders and 
Confuſions abounding in many parts, and yet do nothing 
in order to revive the ene, or redreſs the other ? Could 

we look back on former times, wherein, under the moſt 
Diſadyantageous Circumſtances, we were {till gaining 
ground, and not behold with ſhame how Contemptible 
we were became in the Eves of our inſulting Adverſaries, 
even then, when we were by Divine Mercy bleſt with Li- 
berty and Peace for many Years? Could we be ſo Blind, 
as not to ſee to what Cauſes theſe Evils were princip al- 
y to be imputed ?- Or to whom (next to God himſelf 
we ſhould apply our ſelves for a Remedy: 

Being moved therefore, Reverend Brethren, by theſe 
Conſiderations, we thought Our ſelves obliged humbly to 
expoſtulate with you about theſe things; and to preſs yon, 
with all thoearneſtteſs, botheo Revive the general Corre- 
31G" ſpondence, 
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Fottdence;/and your Weekly Meetings in Bonden This 


we did in a Letter Dated'from'Cher/ty, Octob! 55, 1 699, 


wherein we expreſt our Thought sand Deſires with that Mo- 
deſty, which became Us towards our worthy Brethren, 
and yet with that freedom and plainneſs, which our Rela- 
tion to Chriſt Jeſus, Our concern for his Church, and Our 
Ordination Vow, did both warrant and engage us to do. 


This Our faithful Admonition was by God's Bleſſing 1 


Effectual, that it ſpeedily awaken'd a great number of 
you to conſult together about the Subject Matter of our 
Addreſs. Then yon agreed to revive your Weekly Meet- 


ings, and to conſider what was further Expedient to be 


done for our Common Welfare. Of which we receiv'd 
an Account (as well as of the kind acceptance of our 


Propoſals by a Letter from the worthy Mr. Alſop, writ- 


ten Ofob. 26th following, at your Requeſt. This pro- 


duc'd-in us a grateful ſenſe of your Reſpects to us therein 


expreſſed, and Thankfulneſs to God, who had vouchſafed 


to Bleſs our poor, but ſincere Endeavours, with ſo great 
ſucceſs. e 


Not long after this (viz. April 10th. 1700) our Bre- 


thren, who met at Newberry, found it requiſite to put you 
in Mind again, by another Letter, of the general Corre- 
ſpondence, and with many cogent Reaſons to quicken you 
toa Revival of it. No Anſwer being return'd hereunto, 


which ſeemed Strange and Unaccountable) thoſe Bre- 
thren however were not ſo much diſcouraged, but that they 


made another Attempt to awaken you in a Letter Dated 


from Newberry Octob. gth following, to which we alſo ſub- 


ſcribed our concurrence Novemb. 12th. and ſent it up to 


you. But your ſelves beſt know what is the Reaſon, that 
this Letter too remains. unanſwered” to this Day. _ 

We cannot, Dear Brethren, Reflect on theſe things with- 
out many ſad Thoughts of heart, and fear leaſt this inſen* 
ſibility forebode ſome impending Judgments upon us, how- 
ever, though we be caſt down, yet we are not in Deſpair, 
for we have yet ſome hopes that God will at length hear 


dur Prayers, and Bleſs our Endeavours for his Church, and 


B 2 Intereſt 


— 


— —— 


ES) 

Latereſt. amongſt us; and that he will revive in you an 
9 Monk 5 the —— of Chriſtianity at a 
Time, when too many as the Apoſtle: complains (Phil. 2. 21.) 
[eek their own things, not the things that are Jeſus Chriſt. 
Bear with us therefore, we beſeech you, whilſt we expoſtu- 
9 I. Is the Cauſe of Nonconformity (which we have E- 
ſpouſed) good or not? If not, Why do we not renounce 
it? If it be, can we be indifferent whether it Thrive or 
: Decay ? Can we be contented, that our Poſterity ſhould 
be abandoned to ſuch Impoſitions and Corruptions, both 
in Worſhip, and Diſcipline, as we canaot ſubmit unto our 
ſelves? Are we ſure we ſhall always enjoy our preſent 
Proſperity, whilſt we make ſo little Proviſion for its Con- 
. tinuance? Or is there nothing, that might be done in Or- 
' der for the ſecuring it? Or can you, Brethren, ſay you 
have done ſufficient already in proportion to what your Sta- 
1 tions and Intereſts in the: City have given you, of greater 
| Advantages than others: to promate and propagate. our 
4 Common Concerns ? 9377 
II. Are there not many of our Congregations Broken to 
{ pieces, or ſunk, for want of Miniſters to ſupply them ? 
f Are there not ſome ſupplied with ſuch, whoſe Weakneſs 
þ and Unfitneſs on many Accounts expoſes usto the ſcorn of 
' | our Enemies, and Pity of our Friends? And (as one cauſe 
i of this) are there not many Clandeſtine Ordinations ? Are 
not many Conniv'd at, who Preach for ſeveral Years with- 
1 out being Ordain'd; whereby not only many know not how 
| to diſtinguiſh between Miniſters regularly Ordain'd; and 
C Gifted Brethren? But the Lord's Supper is ſhamefully 
| grown into diſuſe, to the Diſhonour of Chriſt, the Ruine of 
Souls, and our own Reproach. | ws Þ- 

III. Are we not more weak and inconſiderable now after 
14 Years, Liberty than we were at firſt ! And has our Li- 
berty then been well improv'd? Are not ſeveral Parties 
in the Nation that at firſt were ſmall, and deſpicable, now 
become Conſiderable and Numerous ? And is it not from 
hence, becauſe they have been cloſely Cemented together 
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into one Body, and have jointly carried on their common 
Intereſt? And if we had uſed the like Methods, with pro- 
portionable Zeal and Diligence, had we not greater ad- 
vantages of Improvement (both on the account of the Rea- 
ſonableneſs of Our Principles and Practices, as well as on o- 
ther accounts) than any others? We appeal to your 
own Judgments. And ſhould they act with more Prudence 
and Zeal in an evil Cauſe, than we in a good ? 1 e 

IV. Do you not think, that the Advancement of the 
Nonconformiſt Intereſt would mightily conduce to the 
Common Good of our Native Country? Would it not 
tend to the Securing of the Proteſtant Intereſt more effe- 
ctually at Home, and to the Strengthening it more abroad? 
Would it not in time probably produce (what our deſpi- 
cable Condition has hitherto in part hindered) ſome rea- 
ſonable Overtures towards an Accommodation of Diffe- 
rences between the two greateſt Parties in the Kingdom? 
Would not this, by the Union of ſo great a Number of 
the beſt Chriſtians, be a likely means to ꝓut a Check to 
the growing Infidelity, Prophaneneſs, and Immorality of 
the preſent Age? | 

V. Isit a ſufficient Diſcharge of the Truſt committed to 
Us by Chriſt, to confine our Care of His Church to that 
{mall part, to which we are ſpecially related as Paſtors, 
and to take little or no Care what becomes of the reſt ; 
and that when we have gteat Opportunities and Advan- 
tages of doing very much ? Should not all faithful Paſtors 
rather do their utmoſt, by their united Counſels and Endea- 
vours, for the Edification, Preſervation, and Proſperity of 
the whole Flock, ſo far as within their reach? Has your 
laying aſide your Weekly Meetings been conſiſtent with 
this Obligation ? ; Fig 

VI. Was the general CorreFÞpondencejjuſtly thought ta 
be uſeful and neceſſary Four Years ſince? And are our 
Circumſtances ſo much altered for the better now, as to 
make it uſeleſs, and of no Neceſſity? Are there not ma- 
ny Evils amongſt us ( beſides thoſe abovementioned ) 
which want a ſpeedy and effectual Remedy? And would 

| not 
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not the Revival of that Correſpondence, together with/ a 
regular, conſtant, and' prudent Management. of - your 
Weekly Aſſembly, be the moſt likely Method to rectifie 
this amiſs ? &c. 8 | 
Thus, Brethren, we have with that ſincerity, and plain 
dealing, which becomes us, Repreſented unto you ſome of 
our Thoughts about the preſent poſture of our Affairs, and 
you may eaſily ſee hereby, what it is we deſire of yon, and 
Adjure you by the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to ſet about it with 
all ſpeed, and ſo carry on with Conſtancy and Zeal for 
the. Publick Good. Hereby you will revive the Decay- 


ing Intereſt of Holineſs, and Concord amongſt us: Here- 


by you will raiſe the drooping Spirits of us, and other of 
the Brethren throughout the Nation: - Hereby you will 


procure to your ſelves a juſt veneration from all that count 


Fernſalem their cheif Joy. LZaftly, in doing this you will 
enjoy the ſweeteſt ſerenity of your own Breaſts, and in 
a dying Hour will reflect with Triumph upon your hear- 
ty Endeavours to ſerve the Will of God in your Genera- 
tions, and to ſecure the True Religion to your Poſterity. 


Much more we could ſay, for our Hearts are fall. 


But we will now ſay no more, having plainly told you 
out Minds, your own Prudence will eaſily ſuggeſt what is 
further to be done to anſwer the Expectations of your Bre- 
thren. We have done our Duty, we leave the Iſſue to God. 
With all Reſpects to you, worthy Brethren, we conclude, 
heartily Commending you to the Divine Bleſſing and 
Guidance, that you may do that, which ſhall be for the Ho- 
nour of our Common Lord, the good of his Church, and 
your own Joy in the Day of our Lord Jeſus. © 
At our Monthly Meeting 

at Colnbrook Weaneſ- 

day March the 4th, 1702. 


Ja. Waters, Moderator. 
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"On the « Foregoing 


Have perus d the Leiter you left with me, and accord - 
ing to your Deſire do now communicate to you ſuch 
1 Remarks upon it as the ſubject Matter Gaturally . ſug- 
geſted me 

You will eaſily abree, that L have not run into any 
remote Conſequences, nor given my ſelf a Liberty of ſay- 
ing any thing upon the ſeveral Clauſes of it, but what the 
Words will fairly allow of. For I think it no leſs Imprudent 
than Unjuſt, to charge any Perſon, higher than plain Occa- 


18 I. 


fon. is given me to do; becauſe laying on a greater Load 


than the matter will bear, takes off from the Weight of 
what is juſtly laid upon it, and when any thing is ſaid more 
feverely than the occaſion given will admit of, we are in- 


clin'd to ſuſpect, that the whole is aggravated, and no 


part of the Buſineſs, ſo bad, as tis Repreſented. x 
Ihe Intereſt of Truth is always beſt Tery'd with Sim- 
pliciry and-Sincerity : A fair Repreſentation, like 5 pn 
-b9j=%: 28 reis, 


(8) 
Dreſs, does beſt become Her; and as ſhe needs no Co- 
tours to ſet Her off, no Subtilty to ſupport Her, ſo She 
always ſuffers when the Colours are diſcover'd to be not 
her own, and when Craft is diſcern'd in the Manage- 
ment of her Cauſe. 5 | od 5 | 
Theſe are the Reaſons. which induc'd me to preſent 
you the following Remarks in this manner, that I might 
not prejudice the Cauſe I would ſerve, and that I might 
exactly obſerve that Juſtice, which is due to the Words 
and Actions of every Man, in a fair Interpretation of 
them. | 
The Subſtance of the Lettter is an Earneſt Requeſt of 
ſome Nonconforming Teachers in the Country, to their 


Brethren, in London, that they would Heartily and Zea - 


louſly joyn together in the Promoting their Common In- 
tereſt : And alſo an Expoſtulation with them about their 
Coldneſs and Indifference in it. wy 

The Methods propos'd for carrying on their Cauſe, are 
a Revival, a Project, which is call'd an Excellent and No- 
ble Project of a general Correſpondence: (Letter Page 1.) 
And the renewing their Weekly Meetings, both which 


had been diſcontinued: The general Correſpondence in- 


tirely; and the Weekly Meetings in a great meaſure. 
(Let. Pag. 2.) 1 ee 2 12 1 

You Re through the whole courſe of the Letter, how 
great a ſtreſs they lay upon theſe Two Points, and not 


only how Effectual, but alſo how indiſpenſably neceſſary 


to their Intereſt they Eſteem them, as if they knew no o- 
ther Means ſuitable to that Important End: Vou will ob- 
ſerve how from this Perſwaſion they have been frequent 
upon the ſame: Subject, and have often exhorted their. Lon - 
don Brethren to put theſe things in a vigorous Execution: 
And 'you- will alſo obſerve: how backward their London 


Brethren have been in complying with their Importunate 


Deſires, tho they were the firſt (L. P. 2.) Formers of that 


Project, and the Perſons who firſt propoſed it to their 


Brethren inthe Country. And ſo at firſt, you find, they were 
Marty in their own Propoſal, but in a little time their Zeal 


815 Cs abated, 


i a, 

abated, the Correſpondence (L. P.-3.) dropt; and though 
they were once awaken'd afterwards, yet they ſoon fell 
back into their former flumber. (L. P. 3.) 

This Remark will be underſtood, I ſuppoſe, in favour of 
the London Teachers,and interpreted as an Argument of a 
more quiet Spirit. And ſince they are ſo particularly charg'd 
with Remiſneſs and Negligence in theſe great Points, fo 
far as they have been Remiſs, fo far they ovght to be E- 
ſteemed towards Us Peaceable, and Moderate. For I think 
it too Rigid to enquire upon what Principles they are fo, 
and though few will believe it' is out of Good Will to 
Us, yet it may perhaps be allow'd to proceed from Pru- 
dential Conſiderations with Reference to themſelves. But 
whatever is the Cauſe, I take it to be a very Equitable 
Rule to paſs the beſt Conſtruction upon every Action, 
and to allow it its juſt Commendation, as it outwardly 
appears, when we are ignorant of the Principles from 
whence it flows. | £ 

But after this allowance you muſt neceſſarily take notice, 
How Warm and Zealous their Brethren in the Country 
are: How Active and Indefatigable in carrying on, in 
ſupporting, and ſtrengthening their Intereſt throughout 


the Nation. 
Now this will more evidently appear from the ſeveral 
Heads of their Expoſtulation with their London Brethren, 

I. The firſt Head is put in form of a Dilemma, and the 
Iſſue of it is this. That if the Cauſe of Nonconformity be not 
Good, they ought to reneqgice it ; but if it be good, they ought 
Vigorouſiy to promote it, and not be cold, and indifferent in it. 
(Let. Pag. 4-) Now upon ſuppoſition of the goodneſs of 
their Cauſe, they propoſe this Material Queſtion. 

Can we be contented our Poſterity ſhould be abandon d to 
ſuch Tmpoſitions and Corruptions, both in Worſhip and Diſci- 
pline, as we can't ſubmit unto our ſelves? Which is as much 
as to ſay, that they ought not to be ſo contented, and if 
reſolv'd into a Propoſition, imports, a plain Negative, by 
changing the Notes of Interrogation into a direct Nega- 
tion. Which is an Obſervation Tm will once for all car- 
| | ry 


ſpect to us. 


6 100 
Ty through all their Queſtions, which being put with a 
Negative, always imply the Affirmative, and without a Par- 
ticle of Negation in them always imply the Negative. 
In this Argument, which they uſe with their London 
Brethren, are ſeveral things Remarkable... 
r 


I. An Entire and full Perſwaſion, that themſelves have 
no Corruptions or ſinful [mpoſitions, either in Worſhip 
or Diſcipline. PEP : 

II. That it is abſolutely Unlawful, to comply with our 
Worſhip and Diſcipline. IN 

III. And that it is incumbeut on their Conſciences, to 
ſecure their Poſterity from a Compliance with them . 

J. They muſt ſuppoſe their own Worſhip and Diſcipline 
to be entirely free from Corruption, or their Argument 
would not be good in reſpect of Ours, For it muſt be as 
much duty to ſecure their Poſterity from Corruption among 
themſelves, as it can be to guard them againſt it with re- 
Now ſuch an Aſſurance as to themſelves is not to be ta- 
ken up, but upon a ſincere reflection on their own Wor- 
ſhipa nd Diſcipline, and the moſt Mature deliberation 


- 


whether in all Points they be really free from Corrupti- 


on. And conſidering, that there 1s hardly one Inſtance 
either in their Worſhip or Diſcipline, but what is juſtly 
controverted, and in many particulars proy'd to have no 
Foundation in Scripture, or in Antiquity conſonant. to 
Scripture ; they ought certainly to be more Modeſt in 
their Opinions, and not pronounce themſelves in the Right, 
when to any indifferent Perſon there is ſo great an Ap- 
pearance, and to Us, who can examine things to the bot- 
tom, ſo plain a Demonſtration, that they are in the 
Wrong, 

I ſhall only mention their Ordinations, on the Validity 
of which the regularity both of their Worſhip and Diſci- 
pline depends. 

Gee, to that Point therefore the Caſe ſtands fairly 
nus. 


We 
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We ſay, that for 15 oo Years together, the Church kner- 
none but Epiſcopal Ordinations. This we Appeal to as a 
matter of Fact not to be contradicted. Now in this Caſe 
the Scriptures can do our Adverſaries no ſervice, becauſe 
Apoſtolical Practice is ſo rigid an interpretation of them, 
that no Man can bend them to any other ſence, than that 
impoſes on them. For if the Apoſtles, according to their 
Commiſſion and Authority receĩv'd from Chriſt, did from 
the firſt reſerve the Power of Ordination to themſelves; 
and if afterwards, upon the Encreaſe of Chriſtianity, and 
the multiplying of Churches, they couſecrated particular 


. Perſons to Ordain Elders in them: And if it can be 


ſhewed that this Practice continued Univerſally in the 
Catholick Church for 1 500 Years ; if the Succeſſion in ſe- 
veral Churches is Recorded, and we can tell who ſucceed- 
ed in ſeveral after the Apoſtles and their immediate Suc- 
ceſſors; in ſhort, if in all Ages from the Apoſtles we 
find Biſhops originally Empower'd by the Apoſtles in 
the Government of all Churches, ſuperior to Presbyters, 


and Exerciſing direct Authority over them : and if in no 


2 till the Beginning of the 16th Century we find Epiſ- 
copal Government laid aſide in any Churches, then it is 
plain, that confounding the Names of Biſhops and Pres- 


byters can be of no uſe, becauſe they were more ſubſtanti- 


ally diſtinguiſt'd in Office and Juriſdiction. 

Nor can it be of any Moment to produce ſome few In- 
ſtances of Presbyterial Ordinations in ſo long a Tract of 
Time; becauſe they are in all Reaſon rather to be look'd 
upon, as Violations of the Churches Rule, than Precedents 


fit to be followed by ſucceeding Ages. 


So that from hence it will follow from the whole, that 
the Nonconforming Teachers among us, lye under two 


Inſuperable Difficulties. 
1. They haveno ground in Scripture for the Validity 


of heir Ordinations, conſidered as Prom yecrieh in ge- 


neral. 
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2. They have much leſs Warrant for them, conſider'd 
as deriv'd in many Inſtances from Perſons, Who never at 
any Hand had any Ordination themſelves. 

Now from hence it will follow further 
1. That their Ordinations are a manifeſt Corruption 
of Primitive Practice, and, if it be neceſſary to obſerve 
Apoſtolical Uſage, not Valid. 

2. That this derives an Irregularity upon their Wor- 
ſhip and Diſcipline, and diffuſes Corruption thro? the 
whole. For when the Fountain 1s Corrupted, the Streams 
that flow from it muft be ſo too. 

Here perhaps it may be imagin'd, that they will advance 
the Plea of the Reform'd Churches abroad, and urge Ne- 
ceſſity for running into this Way. 


But in this caſe they are wholly precluded, and have no 
Title to that Plea. 

x. For, firſt, they chuſe this way as moſt regular, and 
muſt therefore acknowledge themſelves out of the right 
Courſe , before they can make any Apology for being in 
the Wrong, | 

2. Nor, Secondly, is there any Proportion between the 
Corruptions pretended in our Worſhip, and thoſe that are 
really in the Church of Reme, from which the Reformed 
Churches and our ſelves ſeparated ; and therefore the Plea 
of Neceſſity is ill offer d by them, even with a general | Re- 
{pectto their Separation from us. | 

And this will be evident- if we conſider the ſecbnd 
. Remarkable in the Agamen they uſe, and 

at is, 

il. A full Perſwaſion that it is abſolutely Unlawful 
to comply with our Worſhip and Diſcipline. 

This alſo they muſt ſuppoſe, or their Argument drawn 
trom that Care they ought to have of their Poſterity, in 
ſecuring them from the Corruptions they believe among 
us, would be of no force at all. They can't abandon 
their Poſterity to ſuch Impoſitions and Corruptions, both 
in Worſhip and Diſcipline, as they can't ſubmit unto 
themſelves. Now 'tis an. abſolute Perſwaſion of Sin in 


Our: 
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our Worſhip and Diſcipline, which is the Reaſon they 
can't ſuhmit unto them; or elſe their Separation could 
have no pretence: And it is from this Abſolute Perſwaſi- 
on which themſelves have, that they think themſelves {5 
ſtritly oblig'd to ſecure their Poſterity. 
Now. I ſhall grant, that ſuch a Perſwaſion may. be a 
Reaſon for their own Separation, iT 
But I cannot grant, that ſuch a Perſwakon can lay any 
Obligation on them with Reſpe&t to their Children in 
this Matter: WY 90 OY 23 ON: PP 
Becauſe, nothing leſs than a clear Evidence, (which I 
ſhall ſhew is impoſſible to be had) that the Terms of our 
Communion are unlawful, and directly ſinful, can juſtify 
them to themſelves in Educating their Children in a con- 
tinual Separation from the Eſtabliſh'd Church. ; 
For if their Perſwaſion of the Corruptions in our Wor- 
ſhip and Diſcipline, be no more than ſcruple, that can 
only affet themſelves, and can never lay an Obligation 
on them to propagate it to others. He that is only Scru- 
pulous, dares not indeed to do the thing he Scruples, but 
then, he will never condemn in another, what he Scruples 
in himſelf ; for Scruples riſe from Weaknefs and a Ten- 
derneſs of Conſcience, and thoſe that have them therefore, 
may very well ſuppoſe, that their Brother's Conſcience is 
better inform'd, and allows of thoſe Actions, concerning 
which they doubt. They may believean Action to be Law- 
ful, which to them has another Appearance, and therefore 
they may permit that in another, which they cannot in 
themfelves. From whence it follows, that not Scruples, 
but a full Evidence of the Sinfulneſs of holding Communi- 
on with us, can juſtify the Presbyterians, and acquit them 
to their own Conſcĩences, in bringing up their Children 
in the Principles of Separation. Now Evidence and 
Scruple about the ſame thing, are Incompatible : a con- 
tradition in Terms, and Impoſlible; ſo that wherever 
there can be prov'd a Deficiency of Evidence concerning. 
any matter of Conſcience, there the Perſon who is thus 
deficient in his Proof, can be no more than Scrupulous in 
Th | | the. 
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the Point, if he will act in Proportion to his Evidence, or 
elſe he muſt fall under a worſe Character, than that of be- 
' ing Scrupulous, if he will act with all the Aſſurance of 
Knowledge upon inſufficient grounds. So that though 
nothing leſs than a full Evidence, that the Terms of our 
Communion are Sinful, will juſtify the Presbyterians Pra- 
ice in the Education of their Children; yet this, when 
truly conſider'd, will be found, whenever pretended to, 
an inſufficient Plea, becauſe it is impoſſible they ſhould 
have ſo clear an Evidence of the ſinfulneſs of our Com- 
munion, as will juſtify their continuing the Separation to 
Poſterity. 

For as to the Diſcipline-of our Church, they muſt prove 
its Government on which the Diſcipline depends, as they 
formerly term'd it, Antichriſtian ; whichis a Task, I ſup- 
poſe, they will not very readily undertake. | 

And as for our Worſhip, they muſt point out what they 
call Corruptions, and ſuch Impoſitions in it, as them- 
ſelves can't ſubmit unto; and when they have done this, 
they muſt prove that no Man with a good Conſcience can 
ſubmit unto them. For if they may be ſubmitted to by any 
Perſons, and if thoſe ſhall be guilty of no Sin by their ſub- 
miſſion, then the utmoſt Perſwaſion others can have of 
the Unlawfulneſs of them, can only concern themſelves, 
but can lay no obligation on them with Reſpect to their 
Children, but that, which it moſt ſtrictly does, of bring- 
ing them up in full Communion with the Eſtabliſh'd 
Church. I | hp 
It will be proper therefore to conſider the principal 
Points objected againſt in our Worſhip ; but becauſe it will 
be too tedious to run thro' all; I ſhall confine to thoſe 
againſt which the greateſt Exceptions have been taken, 
and they are the Croſs in Baptiſm, and the Kneeling at 
the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper. + 
But when the Croſs is declared not Eſſential to Baptiſm, 
and the Reaſon of its uſe fully ſet forth in the uſing of it, 
we muſt certainly conclude, that whatever Appreveplings 


ſome Perſons may have of it, others may lawfully uſe it, 
and 


(x5; ) 
and Parents ſuffer the Sign of it upon their Children, with- 
ont any Note of Superſtition. 

And for Kneeling at the Sacrament, after our Church 
has taken ſuch Care to prevent and remove all Scruples 
from the moſt tender Conſciences in ſo full a Declaration, 
that no Worſhip is intended to be paid to the Bread and 
Wine, after ſhe has expreſſed her ſelf ſo directly againſt 

Tranſubſtantiation, and ſo openly profeſſed that the Ele- 
ments are not changed by being Conſecrated, it ſhould 
feem not only Uanreaſonable, but highly Immodeſt, ſtill to 


charge her with Idolatry after fo ample ſatisfaction in the 


Point. 

But when all is done, if it be allow'd that the Mem- 
bers of our Church may receive the Bread and Wine 
Kneeling, without paying any Adoration to them, then it 
mult be allow'd, that they may receive them Kneeling 
without Idolatry; and certainly there is no Neceſlity 
laid upon any one to Adore the Bread and Wine, when- 
he rereives them Kneeling. Re Re 

If this Rite therefore may be comply'd with without 
Idolatry, it may be ſubmitted to without Sin; and there- 
fore thoſe only are oblig'd to abſtain, who think they 
muſt be guilty of Idolatry in complying with it; but o- 
thers are wholly unconcern'd with their Perſwaſions, nor 
can their Conſciences reproach them for doing what ano- 
ther thinks Unlawful to be done. The ſame may be faid- 
of every thing elſe, which they except againſt. : 

And now, unleſs they can prove that no Man can uſe 
that thing lawfully, which they think unlawful, as in the 
Caſe of the Croſs, and Kneeling at the Sacrament, un- 
leſs they can prove that Point, they can never be under 
any Obligation of ſecuring their Poſterity againſt what 
they call Corruptions, and ſuch Impoſitions, as themſelves 


can't ſubmit unto. 


Now this is a Point impoſſible to be prov'd. Pecauſe 
tis telling me, I am Guilty of Idolatry ſuppoſe, when I, 
who beſt know my own Conſcience, can more aſſuredly 
tell ſuch a one that I am not. *Tis telling the _— 
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ſhe requires Adoration of the Bread and Wine, when ſhe 


has expreſly declared ſhe does not; and *tis telling her 
Members that they do adore them, when they ſolemnly 


profeſs that they do not. 


To conclude this Head therefore. Let it once for all 


be conſidered, that themſelves have acknowledged Lay- 
Communion with us Lawful, and therefore they are ſo 


far from being oblig'd to propagate the Separation, 
that they are as ſolemnly bound, as they can be to any 


Duty, plainly to tell their People, that they ought to Con- 
form, to Leave their ſeparate Congregations, and attend 


conſtantly upon the Church. 

III. And now as to the Third thing Remarkable in their 
Argument, and the very Subject of it; 

That it' is incumbent on their Conſciences to ſecure 
their Poſterity from a compliance with our Worſhip and 
Diſcipline. 

I think I may, from what has been id: make a dire& 
Inference to the contrary. That they are oblig'd i in Con- 
-fcience to let their Children grow up in that Communion, 
which they can't ſubmit unto themſelves. For, as it has 
been prov'd, the Corruptions and Impoſitions conceiv d 
in our Worſhip and Diſcipline, can affect them only, who 
are ſo perſwaded of them, but can be of no concernment 
to others, who are ſatisfied in their Conſciences about 


them: An Action is not to me leſs lawful, becauſe ano- 


ther condemns it, and the Children may innocently do 
thoſe things, which their Parents thought unlawtul to be 
.done. 
As to the Remaining part of this Expoſtulation, I ſhall 
briefly run it over, and be alſo as ſhort as poſlible up- 
on the Reſt. 

The next Oueſtion they ak their Brethren, is, whether 


they are ſure they ſhall always wid (Let. bag 40 their 


e Proſperity? 
By the Date of the Letter, you ſee, it Was writ in the 


cloſe on King William's Reign of Glorious Memory.: And 
I would obſerve, that there is nothing in this Velkpen. 
ut 
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but a general doubt of their Proſperity with reſpe& to 
the inſtability of Humane Affairs, nothing that can par- 
ticularly be Interpreted as a doubt of their condition af. 
ter his deceaſe. For it was writ but Four Days before 
the King died, and they could not at-that time be igno- 
rant of the great Declenſion of his Health, yet we do 
not find them in any Alarm at it. ai 
But in Anſwer to their Queſtion, if they will take the 
Advice, which I do moſt ſincerely offer them, as ſeaſona- 
ble at all times; the beſt way to enſure their preſent 
Proſperity (for it is ſtill continued to them) is to be Quiet. 
and Peaceable, under the Toleration they enjoy; and ! 
hope they always will enjoy it as long as there is a Diſſen- 


ter left among us. 


For if they place their Proſperity in the Tole ration the 
Laws have given them, they need never fear the diſcon- 
tinuance of it, while they ſo behave themſelves, as that the 
Peace and Eſtabliſkment of the Nation, ſhall not be endan- 


ger'd by the Liberties they may allow themſelves under 


the ſhelter of that Protection. 


But if they place their Proſperity in their Numbers, 
and meaſure it by the ſtrength and greatneſs of their 
Party, I think them much miſtaken in their Politicks; and 
what they imagine will 'be for their Advancement, may 
prove the occaſion of their Fall. And the Nation may at 


the laſt be throughly awaken'd, and take ſuch Meaſures 


with them, as may make them ſenſible, that tho* the Go- 
vernment Tolerates them, it does not intend to Eſtabliſh 
them, but expects they ſhould be contented and thankful 
to enjoy their Toleration without endangering the Eſta- 
bliſh'd Church. DM - 

So that the next 'Queſtions will be wholly needleſs on 


this Head, and they will rather ſee occaſion to commend 


the Prudence, than blame the Remiſneſs of their London 
Brethren. Fed | 


II. The Second Head of Expoſtulation relates to the 
breaking their Congregations for want of Teachers: To 


the Weakneſs of ſome of their Teachers: To clandeſtine 


Db a Ordi- 


(„183 

Ordinations: And to many who Preach to ſome Con? 
gregations for ſeveral Vears without being Ordain'd, 
which occaſions the diſuſe of the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper among them. 

Theſe being matters which relate wholly to themſelves, 
I ſhall ſay but little to them, only concerning their abuſe 
of Ordinations I would obſerve 3 7 | 

1. That we believe thoſe who are Ordain'd among them, 
and thoſe who Preach without Ordination, are equally Au- 
thorized to their Office. 15 

2. That they connive at Gifted Brethren Preaching in 
their Congregations, and that it ſeems, in ſuch Numbers 
as the Letter tells in this Head of Expoſtulation, tis hard 
to know thoſe who are regularly Ordain'd, from Gifted 
Brethren. Now this is ſo manifeſt a Corruption both in 
Worſhip and Diſcipline, as they ſhall never be able to 
object to us. 9 

3. I would obſerve, that departing from Apoſtolical 
Practice in one Point, makes them alſo tranſgreſs it in many 
others: The want of Teachers makes Rbom for gifted Bre- 
thren, and gifted Brethren occaſions other diſorders; but 
might not this want of Teachers be ſupplied, if their Dea- 
cons were Ordain'd to their Primitive Office of Baptizin 
and Preaching ? And tho? we ſhould not think their Ordi- 
nation Valid, yet they who believe they have power to 
Ordain, ſhould Ordain Deacons to the ſame Office the A- 
poltles did, or they loſe an Order plainly Inftituted by 
the Apoſtles, Which is ſuch another Corruption, as they 
thall never find in the Church of England. 
III. To their Third head of Expoſtulation, I ſhall ſay 
ſomething more. The ſubje& matter of which is. 
1. That they are grown weaker by Fourteen Years Li- 
| berty : This aſſign'd to their neglect, in not improving 
their Liberty. £0 

2. That other Sects, once ſmall and deſpicable, are now 
grown Numerous and Confiderable, by being unani- 
mouſly Zealous in carrying on their common In * 

10 N | | * 3. Lhat 
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J. That the Presbyterians, by uſing the ſame methods, 
had greater Advantages of improving their Intereſt, both 
on the account of the reaſonableneſs of their Principles 
and Practices, as well as on other Accounts. 

Whereupon they conclude that Head with asking, whe- 
ther others ſhould ſhew more Prudence and Zeal in an Evil 
Cauſe than they in a Good? | W HO MER 

1. As to the Firſt I am no competent Judge, whether 
they are grown weaker or ſtronger ſince the Toleration : 
I do not in the leaſt repine atthe liberty which for ſo many 
Years they have enjoyed, and ſhall always give my Voice 
for the continuance of it, as long as there remains a ſcru- 
pulous Conſcience in the Nation. But then I cannot think 
it reaſonable, a Toleration ſhould be allow'd to any thing 
but what is purely matter of Conſcience, not to any Pra- 
ctices of improving their Intereſt, and Propagating their 
Separation ; for this I have prov'd they can be under no 
obligation to do even with reſpect to their Children, who 
are indifferent to any Communion, much leſs in reſpect 
of our Members, to draw them off from us, who are alrea- 
dy ſettled in our Church. But certainly as our Laws have 
provided againſt the ſeducing our Members to Popery, ſo 
as long as we are ſo fully ſatisfied of the lawfulneſs, and 
in ſome Points of the abſolute neceſſity of our preſent 
Worſhip and Diſcipline, we may very reaſonably ex- 
pect, that ſome proviſion be alſo made againſt ſeducing 


dur Members to ſeparate Congregations: Not in the ſame 


Way. God forbid 1 ſhould have ſuch a thought, but ſure it 
can't be thought unreaſonable that ſome Moderation be 
given to ſuch a Practice, whoſe conſequences muſt be per- 
nicious, and which can never make any pretence either to 
Conſcience or Toleration. ras 

2. As for other Seas being grown Conſiderable, they 
muſt remember, that themſelves roſe from as ſmall be- 
ginnings as any, and nothing ſo much contributed to the 
Riſe and Progreſs of every Set among us, as the Original 


ſeparation of the Presbyterians from us, and thole fatal 


Wars and Diſtractions, which firſt under a Presbyterian, 
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and afterwards under an Independent Government, multi - 
plied them ſo fatally upon us: But now for many Vears 
they have moſt of them been at a ſtand, and have had no re- 
markable Acceſſions, but what they may have ſeverally 

gain'd from one another: They have made no Proſelytes 
conſiderable either for Number or Quality from our 
Church; but as far as ever I could obſerve, one Sect has 
generally procreated another, and their reſpective Encreaſe 


and Diminution have been confin'd within themſelves. So 
that how induſtrious ſoever any Sect may be in advyan- 


cing its particular Intereſt; we look upon that only, as we 


do on the acquiſitions of the Sea, which always loſes in one 
place, what it gains in another. „ IND 
But the Presbyterians which we account the Sect that 


moſt immediately ſeparates from us, we look upon with 


another Eye: And in the caſe of Separation, it is obſerva- 
ble, that the Controverſy for the moſt part has been ma- 


nag' d with them alone. For thoſe, who fall off from our 


Church, generally fall off firſt to them, tho? afterwards, 
like Meat, they go down into the Belly, only like that are 
not caſt out into the draught, but ſeparated by the various 
Meanders and Windings, the intricate Errors through 
which they paſs into the ſeveral Humours, that compoſe 
the other Sects. Since therefore the firſt deviation from 
our Church, is firſt: made to the Presbyterians, we have 
reaſon, when they talk of being Induſtrious and Zealous 
in promoting their common Intereſt, to think our ſelves 
more nearly touch'd; not that it is the goodneſs of their 


Cauſe which we think endangers us. (For with a general re- 


ſpect to the Church, the cauſe of all Separatiſts is alike) but 
they ſeem nearer to the Church in Faith, than others, unleſs 
the Independents may be excepted, and People who do 
not underſtand the great Obligation that lies upon them 
to preſerve the Peace and Unity of the Church, are eaſily 
ſeduc'd thereby; eſpecially when *tis ſpeciouſly repreſent- 
ed to them, that the Faith profeſſed is the ſame, but the 
Worſhip much more pure, and the Preaching more 
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Peace and Unity of the Church. © 


„ 
Sdul-ſaving and Edifying in the Conventicle, than in 
the Han. eee 

3. The Advantages the Presbyterians may think they 
have above others, upon the account of the Reaſonable- 
neſs of their Principles and Practices, will prove a pre- 
carious ſuppoſition. For as to their Practices, ſnould 
they be as induſtrious, as they ſay the other Sects are, in pro- 
moting their common Intereſt, wherein, I pray, would 
their Practices be more reaſonable, than thoſe of others? 
And as for their Principles, in all ſuch Points as they differ: 


in from us, they are as diametrically oppoſite to us, as 


any other Sect can be. In matters of Faith, they ſay, they 
agree with us, and are ſo far guilty of many fewer Abſur- 


dities, than the wilder Separatiſts. But in other Points 
they are as unreaſonable, and indeed more unreaſonable 


in ſeparating from us than others, becauſe a Pretence of 
Faith is always a better Reaſon for ſeparation, than any 
that can be alledg'd from the Worſhip and Diſcipline of 


our Church. 5 
So that upon the whole, I ſee no Advantage they have, 


but their agreement in Faith with us, and that Ad vantage can 
never be made uſe of; but the unreaſonableneſs of their 
Practices, will contradict the reaſonableneſs of their Prin- 
ciples; but as to the real Service the reaſonableneſs of 
their Practices and Principles may do them, I have already 


ſpoken to it in allowing, that an agreement with us in 


Faith is a great ſnare to thoſe, who. do not rightly appre- 
hend the great obligation they are under, to maintain the 


I might have treated their Principles and Practices in a- 
nother way, and have obſerved to you what their Prin- 
ciples are, and what their Practices; but Iam ſatisfied. to 
have examin'd them only with relation to their ſeparating. 


from us; and if I have not made them appear unreaſona- 
ble, tis an eaſy matter to do it beyond Contradiction. 


Enough I hope has been ſaid, and I am not willing to be. 


more ſevere in my Remarks, than impartiality requires me 
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1 fballonly ſay a Word to the Queſtion they ask, whe- 
ther others ſhould be more Prudent and rea lous in an 
Evil cauſe, than they in a Good ? That they ovght to 
be well aſſured of the Goodneſs of their Cauſe, Its being 
Old is no Argument on their ſide, and when they 
have own'd Lay-Communion lawful, twill be hard for them 
to reconcile the Goodneſs of our Cauſe, and their own at. 
the fame time ; but for a fuller Anſwer to this I refer you- 
to what I have ſaid under the firſt Head of Expoſtulation, 
and from thence, and ſeveral other Paſſages, it will appear, 
that they are requir'd neither to be Prudent nor Zealous 
in carrying on their Cauſe. 

IV. The Fourth Head of Expoſtulation I ſhall take ng 
as the ſeyeral veries lie before me, 

he firſt is very extraordinary. 

1. Do not you think the Advancement of the Nonconform- 
ing Intereſt would mightily conduce to the common good of our 
Native Country? (Let. Pag. 5.) 

Here one might be tempted to ak ſeveral Queſtions, 
but I demand only, 

1. What is there in Nonconformity more than: in the 
Eſtabliſh'd Church, that has fo ſure an lnſſuence on the 
common Good of Eng land ? 

2. When the Nonconforming Intereſt was prevalent, 
did it um ſo mightily conduce to our Countrys common 

3. Becauſe the Queſtion ſeems to be very curious, we 
ſhall be glad to know in what Particulars the advance- 
ment of the Nonconforming Intereſt would be Effectual to 
lo deſirable an End. 

2. They ask, whether the Advancement of that Intereſt, 
would not tend to the ſecuring the Proteſtant Intereſt more ef- 
febtually at Home, and to the ſtrengthening it more Abroad? 
1. But with reſpect to the Proteſtant Intereſt abroad, let 
them ſhow why the Church of England is not as ſtrong 
a ſupport to it, as they can pretend to be. 

2. [n the Reign of the late King James, when Popery, 


like a Torrent, was ruſhing in upon us, who ee 
ound 


J OO. 
found the beſtſecurity of the Proteſtant Intereſt at Home? 
And who more vigorouſly Stemm'd the Tide, they, or the 
Divines of the Church of England? 

And I cannot help obſerving upon this occaſion the 

eat unreaſonableneſs of the Nonconformiſts, in repre- 

enting Dangers of Poperv from our Quarters, when we 
have given them ſo full a Demonſtration of our diſtance 
from it, and zealagainſt-it : A Zeal that did not ſpend it 
ſelf in vain and Idle exclamations, but in a ſubſtantial Re- 
futation of Popiſh Errors, and a Conſtancy not to be ſha- 
ken by all the Threats or Fayours of a Crown. For cer- 
tainly onrDivines did then put their Lives in their Hands, 
they ſtood manfully in the Gap, when among all our Diſ- 
ſenters, ſcarce more than one was found of Courage and 
Honeſty enough to engage in ſuch a Cauſe: That Cauſe 
moſt aſſuredly was good. Why did not their Conſcien- 
ces oblige them then to appear in its defence, then to be 
concern d for their Paſterity, then to ſecure them from ſo ma- 
niteſt Corruption, ſuch intolerable Im poſitions, as were 
then ready to be laid upon them? 

Such ſupporters were they in thoſe Times of the Pro- 
teſtant Intereſt both at Home and Abroad ! 
Thus when our Church was Exterminated as Popiſh and 

Antichriſtian, when her Sons were depriv'd, and Impri- 
fon'd, or ſcatter d abroad upon the ſame pretence, even 
then did the Epiſcopal Divines confront the Romiſh Do- 
crrines, and with unanſwerable Learning ſupport the Re- 
form'd Religion: They converted thoſe who had been 
brought up in the Church of Rome: They rais'd the laps'd, 
and confirm'd the wavering, while their Adverſaries were 
ſilent in the Cauſe; while they neglected Popery, un- 
queſtionably ſuch, and exclaim'd | againſt it there only 
where it was not to be found. (See Biſhop Anderſon's firſt 
Preface to his Sermons, Sect. 17. 285 

Even to this Day let them produce the Volumes 
they have writ in defence of the Faith which they profeſs: 
Let them produce their Volumes againſt Idolatry and Su- 

perſtition flagrant in the Church of Rome: Let them tell 
the Nation what they have done againſt the common Ene- 
| 1 | my; 


24 ) 
my; or let them gratefully acknowledge, that the Sons 
of the Church of England have always withſtood e 


Attempt of Popery,-and have preſerv'd the Nation from 
all the Arts and Sophiſtry of Nome. 

From hence let them learn what weak Supports they 
have been, even when they had overthrown the Popery 
tmagin'd in the Church of England, and triumph'd in its 
Ruines. Let them remember, they have always declin'd 
the Combat with the proper Enemy: They have weak- 
ned the Proteſtant Intereſt by their unreaſonable Diviſions; 
they never ſtrengthen'd it by their Writings. 

3. I come now to their third Queſtion, where they 
muſt pardon me if I deal plainly and freely with them, 
and ſay any thing upon it which they will not be pleas'd 
to hear; themſelves have given me moſt juſt Occaſion for 
the moſt impartial Remarks: and to ſet their Pur. 
poſes in ſuch a light, as themſelves have diſclosd them in. 
The Queſtion runs thus: World not It (the Advancement 
of that Intereſt) in time probably produce ( what our deſpi- 
cable Condition has hitherto in part hinder*d ) ſome 2 75 
Overtures towards an Accommodation of Differences between 
the two greatest Parties in the Kingdom ? Let. P. 

Here I would obſerve, that how inconſtderable and weak 
Toever they have, in ſeveral parts of this Letter, repreſen- 
red themſelves ; yet even here, where they mention their 
deſpicable Condi ition, they own themſelves Onc of the Two 
molt conſiderable Parties in this Kingdom. . 

I would obſerve further, That it -is very improper to 


call an Eſtabliſh'd Church a party: For Party, in the Pro- 
priety of the Word in all Languages, implies Faction; and 


Faction can never be imply'd in the Notion of any Eſta- 


bliſhment, that has been quietly and peaceably ſettled by 


the Laws of any Country, and made an eſſential Part of 


the Conſtitution. 


So that theſe Names of Diſtin&ion, BER FIN hana ſo 


1nvidiouſly thrown upon us, are wholly impertinent with 
a general Reference to the Church, and no further to be 


accounted for, than it can be ſhow'd, - that any Members 
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of the Church do under her Name carry on defigns, which 
neither her Principles nor Practices allow of. And of 
this I have never ſeen any other proof, with'a general re- 
ſpect to the Church, but Calumny: as to ſome hot Spi- 
rits among us, it will be hard meaſure to make the Church 
accountable, either for their ſhameful rudeneſs and diſre- 
ſpect to Government on the one hand, or their Intempe- 
rate ungovern'd Zeal on the o tber. 

But if the Church muſt be called a Party, becauſe ſhe is 
willing to maintain her Eſtabliſhment, and not recede from 
a Conſtitution ſo excellently temper'd, in Faith ſo Ortho- 
dox, and in Worſhip and Diſcipline ſo Primitive and A- 
poſtolical; then ſhe-muſt be contented to bear the Name, 
rather -than by throwing down her Fences and opening 
-her Encloſures, by breaking up her Mounds, and diſman- 
tling her Strength, to let in upon her ſelf thoſe Troops of 
Error, Hereſie, and Confuſion, which like the barbarous 
Inundations of the old Northern People, would ſuddenly 
,, . ſiopr o09 4, 

I come now to the matter of the Que ſtion, which, with- 
out dawg them any wrong, may, I hope, be reſolv'd in- 
to this : FD 

That their deſire is to grow ſo Conſiderable, that fome 
reaſonable Overtures may be made on our Parts towards 
an accommodation with them. 
But they would do well to conſider, that from a pecu- 
liar fondneſs for themſelves, and their own Opinions, 
Men are not always competent Judges of what is Reaſo- 
nable or Unreaſonable: Here we have a plain declaration 


- 


When People are unreaſonable in their 
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muſt be cerifar'd as an Enemy to Peace, and Hard to Tender 
Conſciences, becauſe ſhe can't make "Conceſſions deſtry- 
ctive of her ſelf, upon any Argument for the Edification 
of others; let thoſe who cenſure her, rather reflect upon 
themſelves, and remember, that reaſonable Overtures wil 
never ſatisfie unreaſonable Expectations 

As far as ever I' could ſee into the Pretenſions of che 
Nonconformiſts, and underſtand the main Articles they 
requir'd, as Conditions of their conforming, I found them 
ſuch as were utterly inconſiſtent with the very Peing of 
our Church as Apoſtolical in its Government, at once de- 
ſtroying the great diſtinction of Orders in it, and depriving 
the Governours of it, of that Power which "the Biſhops of 
the Church have ever claim'd and exercis'd from the Apo- 
ſtles Days even down to the preſent Times. I do not by 
this intend any more than that the Biſhops by the 
Word of God have Authority to bear Rule in his Church, 
do determine of things undetermin'd by the Scripture, : 
for the well ordering and benefit of the Church ; and that 
they have a direct Superiority to Presbyters, as an Order 
diſtin from them, and plac'd in the Apoſtles Room a- 
bove them. 

Now in all the Treaties that have been betereen us, 
upon the Subject of Accommodation, they have always in- 
ſiſted on a reduction of Epiſcopacy, by A. Bp: Ufher's 
Model, which Model, had it left Epiſcopacy 3 in its Inſti- 
tution, might have met with a readier Compliance in the 
manner propos for the exerciſe of Epiſcopal juriſdiction. 
But when the Order is levell'd, and the Biſhop only a 
Presbyter in Precedency, a farther Progreſs towards Con- 
cord. would be in vain, unleſs we would yeild our Bi | 
to de no more than Presbyters in Order, dusk! in that re- 
, and fuperior only in Degree, © 
But further, they have conſtinly infiſted on the validity 
of Orders receiv'd at the hands of Presbyters among them- 
ſelves, which we look upon as an open Uſurpation of Epi- 
ſcopal - Power, and an act they had no Authority to pre- 
fone” upon. The Reformed Churches abroad always ac- 
an b knowledg'd 


\ 
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kgowledg'd themſelyes out of the right way, and plead 


— 


Neceflity for the Innovation. Their Plea has always been 
accepted, and tho“ we do not ſay, Neceſſity fully makes up 
the defect of their Ordination, fo as that they are Mini- 
ſters according to our Saviours Inſtitution, yet we allow 
the Plea, and believe God will give his Bleſſing to their 
Miniſtry, as far as his Providence has laid that Neceſſity 


upon them * ee eee en ee 
But thoſe who inſiſt upon the Validity of Presbyterial 
Ordination among us, go upon far different Principles: 
They urge it as moſt agreable to Scripture, and there- 
fore not to be receded from: And tho* they were for E- 
pi ſcopacy in the Name, (ſome of the more Learned I mean) 
yet this was conſiſtent enough with their Scheme, who 
1 n ipod Biſhops to be in reality no more than Presby- 
i | MES CEPT. 
So that to have yeilded the validity of their Ordinati- 
ons, had been to have given up the Cauſe of Epiſcopacy, 
and. fix'd a perpetual Comment on their Notion of the 
We could not look on the Form of Church Govern- 
ment, or on Epiſcopacy, as things indifferent; and there- 
fore' when theſe were demanded in ſuch a manner, we 
could not without violating our Conſciences give way to 


the demand. 2 Ix 
They requir'd moreover, that all things of an indiffe- 
rent Nature, meaning the Ceremonies of the Church, as 
they ſhould be reform'd, might be thenceforth left at 

Pleaſure. 8 e 
Now this directly impeach'd the Authority of the 
Church, and our Members, tho* they might be willing to 
remove the things moſt ſcrupled by them, could not take 
them away as Sinful, which was alſo included in their de- 
mand; nor could they with any regard to Decency and 
Order agree that the Remaining Ceremonies ſhould not 

be enjoyn d. | os e | 
As to the Reformation of the Liturgy, Mr. Baxter un- 
dertook it, and tho” the — of ſeyeral Prayers was 
E 2 in- 
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incorporated, yet the whole was ſo much alter'd, that it 
carry d another Face, and was hardly to be known, by 
thoſe who were formerly acquainted. with it. The Re- 
Wb | form'd Liturgy is Extant, and comparing it with. the Old, 
| will be the beſt way to diſcern the difference. The Pray- 

ö ers were greatly lengthen'd, and if a Form be tireſome, 
made much more tedious. The Reſponſes were ſtruck out, 
and the People had no room for ſaying any thing but 
Amen: The obſervation of Holy-Days, was aboliſh'd, 
and the Kalender ſuffered . a tharow Reformation, 

Now it might be thought reaſonable, to have mended 
only. the excepted: Paſſages, without. transforming the 
whole, and modeſt at leaſt, to have doubted of the Per- 
fettion of their Wg. 

However 600 Alterations in it were made by our Di- 
vines; and the Liturgy, as at preſent receiv'd among us, 
has been ſo jaſtly celebrated by many excellent Pens, 
that ĩt only can be ſaid, they have fall'n ſhort in their 
. R 1 w oe woe fr 

Now upon the whole of this matter, when People make 
demands with ſo little Reaſon, we have great Reaſon not 
to comply with them. And when they ask wic, which 
they. muſt know, that upon our Principles we. cannot 
grant, whatever they may pretend of their deſires of 
Peace, and Union, tis they ſtop up the Way, and make 
Accommodation impracticable. 3 
And no that they may not any more pretend to Con- 
cord, and ſow the Seeds of Difference in the greateſt ſteps 
they take to Concord, I will venture to tell them, that what- 
ever variations may be made in things of an indifferent Na- 
ture, we ſhall never alt er all thoſe things, which they eſteem 
indifferent. Particularly, ö 5" e e 
This Church will always perform her publick Worſhip 
by ſome publick Form of Prayer, and Thankſgiving; and 
however the preſent Liturgy may be alter'd, it will never 
be aboliſh'd, till they can find more reaſonable excepti- 
ons againſt it, or offer a better in its Room, 
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And then for Epiſcopacy, (whatever ſome few of our - 
Divines have ſaid.) we eſteem it of right A poſtolical, and 
conſequently of Divine: Presbytery alſo we eſteem of 
right Divine, but then We ſo eſteem it only, where it is 
rightly Conſtituted. And What is of Divine Inſtitution, 
can be revers'd by no Humane Authority. The Miniſters 
appointed by, Chriſt, were to continue perpetual in his 
Church, and as Himſeli inſtituted two Orders with diffe- 
rent Powers and Authority, fo that diſtinction is for ever 
to remain to ſucceeding Ages: To the Apoſtles he com- 
mitted the full power of Governing the Church after his 
Aſcenſion: To the Seventy, a Power ſubordinate to theirs; 
and Remarkable: it is, that ſucceeding Miniſters: were 
Ordain'd by the Apoſtles only, Churches form'd by them 
alone: Others were partakers of their Miniſtry in Preach - 
ing the Word, in Converting numbers to the Faith, bur 
all acts of Power and Juriſdiction were exercis'd by them; 
as is moſt undeniable from the-Hiſtory of their Acts, and 
ſeveral Paſſages eſpecially. in St. Paul's Epiſtles, 
By this Power they inſtituted: the Order of Deacons, 
giving them Authority to Baptize, and to preach the Word: 
We find not that any beſides the Apoſtles pretended to this 
Power, nor do we read that any Body of. Presbyters ever 
took upon them to Ordain any to their own Order: But. 
St. Paul we ſee, (and by his Practice we may certainly 
collect that of the other Apoſtles) exercis'd this Autho- 
rity in its full Latitude and Extent: He us'd it himſelf, 
and confer'd it upon others, peculiarly Conſecrating Timo- 
thy and Titus, who before were Elders, to Ordain Elders 
in thoſe Churches over which he plac'd them, and to have 
Juriſdiction over them, that ſo none might be ſent irregu- 
larly into the Vineyard of the Lord. | 3240 
No if theſe Orders were Inſtituted by our Saviour and 
his Apoſtles, and if none have Authority to Miniſter in 
Holy things, but thoſe who derive it from Chr: Original- 
ly thro? the Hands of the Apoſtles and their Succeſſors 
in all Ages of the World, then can we never Recede 
from the Epiſcopal Government of our Church, . a 
ns the 


N 
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the Powers lodg d with particular Perſons for the con- 
ſtant continuance of theſe three Orders in it, withont 
violating our Saviours Inſtitution, and invalidating our 
Miniſtry for ever. eee | 
If this be what they expect from us, we can ſuffer for 
our refuſal, and perhaps without a Toleration. This 
Church is ready to do any thing for Peace, which will not 
deſtroy her ſelf: Things of an indifferent nature, ſhe 
would cheerfully part with for the purchaſe of that Pre- 
cious Jewel, could ſhe be aſſur'd ſhe ſhould attain her end, 


2 


and not be expos'd to continual Changes, and a more un- 
{ſettled Condition by it. N 
But then, are no Advances to be made on their ſide? 
muſt we yield all to them, and will they in nothing com- 
ply with us? If they ſincerely intend an Union with us, 
let them ſhow how far they can Conform. I do not intend 
to propoſe ſo hard meaſure to them, as the coming to our 
Churches, becauſe tho? they may have no objection againſt 
many things, yet they may ſcruple others; but I would 
recommend to them an Effe&ual way to Peace and Union 
with us, that they would introduce into their own Con- 
gregations ſo much of our Worſhip, as they do not except 
againſt; and then we ſhall ſee how far they will comply, 
and what their Expectations from us are. 9 ng 
Elfe conſidering that all Propoſals have hitherto been 
_ unſucceſsful, and in their Judgment not reaſonable, we 
may without breach 'of Charity conclude, that at what 
time ſoever theNonconforming Intereſt is advanc'd to that 
Pitch they aim at, Overtures will be needleſs on our fide, 
when the reaſonableneſs of them ſhall be decided by thoſe, 
'who at ſuch a time will Judge, and Carve, and lay out for 
themſelves. 5 e 1 0 * 
I might beſtow ſome Words to make them ſenſible of 
the unwarineſs of that Expreſſion ; I might tell them, tis 
ill with a Prince, who 1s oblig'd to make Overtures to his 
Rebels. We know the ſucceſs, when things come to that 
extremity. We remember, when no Overtures could 
ſave the Church; and tho? we hope, we ſhall never be ſo 
5 unreaſona- 
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unreaſonably and ſeverely treated any more, yet we can 


never think our Eſtabliſhment long, when we ſhall find 
our ſelves concern'd to make ſuch Overtures, as our Ad- 
verſaries ſhall judge reaſonable, who have never eſteemed 
any ſo, that we have ever offer d. 
Ihe laſt Enquiry under this Head is this: 210 
4. Whether obtaining the End mention'd in the former, 
Would not by the Union of ſo great a Number of the beſt Chri- 
ſtians, be a likely means to put a Check to the growing Infide- 
lity, e and Immorality of the preſent Age? 


And indeed I believe it would put a conſiderable ſtop: 


to. the growth of Atheiſm and Infidelity, .and be 
an excellent means of Reforming the diſſolute Manners of 
the Age. For nothing gives ſo great an occaſion to theſe 
things as our Diviſions ; The Atheiſt from obſerving ſeve- 
ral Opinions obſtinately contended for, believes them all 
to be wrong: And the Debauchee eludes the Churches 


Laws, by taking ſhelter in a Conventicle. If therefore 


our Union be effectual to the giving a Check to theſe 
Evils, we muſt take care to Unite in ſuch a manner, as 
will beſt ſecure us againſt future Diviſions. . = 
No the Presbyterians may obſerve, that᷑ they, from the 
firſt times of their Separation, have been the ground 
whence every other Sect has ſprung: I do not know of 
any ſecond ſeparation made, but among thoſe who were 
already ſeparated from us: And the Browniſts, and Qua- 
kers, &c. roſe up among thoſe, who were already gone 
away and had eſtrang'd themſelves from the Church. One 
Sect has commonly multiplied into many; and Men hav- 
ing once left our Communion, become unfixt and unſta- 
ble in every thing, but a, purpoſe of not returning to 
l Since therefore the Presbyterians are the ſeed of aur 
Diviſions, the Original whence they are all deriv'd, they 
will always be found an improper Fence againſt them. 
The Inference from hence is ſo obvious, that I need not 
mention it. For when it is true in Fall that one Sepa- 
ration has divided into many, and that their own 1 

| ve 
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have complain'd that Errors, Hereſies, and the wildeſt Sects 
encreas'd among them under their Government without 
Number, beyond any proportion to what was known, 
while the Diſcipline of the Church remain'd in the Biſhops 
Hands; when themſel ves acknowledge this in frequent 


and publick Complaints to their Parliament, they do not 


only ſhow the fatal Conſequences of their Separation, but 
do alſo demonſtrate how ineffectual a Presbyterian Mo- 
del is to prevent Diviſions, and how much better ſecured 


the Nation was under the Epiſcopal Government and Diſ- 
cipline of the Church. 


V. The 5th Head of Expoſtulation relating wholly to 


the care they ought to take of the Flock in general, as well 


as of thoſe particular parts more immediately under their 

reſpective Care as Paſtors of them, I ſhall not dwell long 
Upon it. 5 1 1 
For whether by the Flock they mean thoſe only of their 


own Perſwaſton, or whether they extend it to all Chri- 


ſtians in the Nation, I have already conſider'd their Ob- 


ligation in this Point; only I ſhall add, that with re- 


fpect to their own People, as far as both Teacher and Peo- 


ple are truly ſincere and conſcientious in their Separati- 
on, ſo far they do well in conſulting the Edification of 
their People, by inſtructing them to live Soberly, Righ- 


teouſly, and Godly in this preſent World. 
But wirh reſpect to any who are diſengag'd from their 


ſ˖cruples, I have ſhow'd they can be under no obligation 


of Entangling ſuch Perſons in them. 

VI. What the Buſineſs of their weekly Meetings is, 
which is the cloſe of the th, and what the Buſineſs of their 
generalCorreſpondence is, which is the ſubſtance of their laſt 


Expoſtulation, I can't pretend to acquaint you with. Only 
you obſerve as well as I, that they are the greatInſtruments 
in Compatting them together; the Engines by which their 
Intereſt is carried on. In one their Deſigns are form'd, 


by the other communicated through the Nation; one pre- 


pares the Springs and diſpoſes the Wheels in order, 
the other gives Motion to the whole Machine; but their 


bers 
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Operations are remote from View, Secret, and Inclos d. 
So that what Meaſures are concerted in their Weekly 
Meetings, and what is agreed upon by their General Cor- 
reſpondence, we can form no more than probable Con- 
jectures of. All the Particulars we find, are the redreſſing 
Abuſes, and applying proper Remedies to ſuch Evils as 
break out among them; but the General View and Inten- 
tion of them, is a vigorous Proſecution of their Intereſt, 

In the Concluſton of the Letter, they ſolemnly adjure 
their London Brethren, by the Name of our Bleſſed Savi- 
our, That they ſet about theſe Things with Conſtancy and 
Zeal, for the Publick Good: of themſelves, I ſuppoſe they 
mean. And after ſeveral Motives, they add for the laſt, the 
Peace of their Conſciences, and the Serenity of their Minds, 
when, in a Dying Hour, they ſhall reflect with Triumph, 
upon their hearty Endeavours to ſerve the Will of God 
in their Generations, and to ſecure the true Religion to 
their Poſterity. (Lee. p. 6.) Where, if by the true Religion, 
they 'mean the Pure Profeſſion of the Faith, it will be Mat- 
ter of Joy and: Comfort to all, who endeavour to tranſ- 
mit it pure and undefiled to their Poſterity. But if by the 
true Religion 'they mean their manner of Holding the 
Faith in Separation from the Eſtabliſh'd Church, I am ſorry 
to ſee that they build their Comfort on ſuch uncertain 
Ground. And that they are fo fully bent on the Cauſe of 
Separation, as to carry it on to the utmoſt; and make it an 


Argument of Joy and Triumph at their Death. When 


People are fo rigid in their way, and eſpecially when they 
ſhall place their Religion in the Terms of their Separation, 
it muſt alienate their Minds from Peace, and render them 
Teſs inclin'd to any Thoughts of Concord with the Church, 
1 do not fay that by the True Religion they mean their 
own Manner of Profeſſing it, in Contradiction to us; but 
Lonly ſhew the Conſequences if that be their Perſwaſion. 
And yet when I conſider it, I can ſay no leſs; for the Care 
of their Poſterity, in Securing them from the Corrupti- 
ons and Impoſitions- of our Church, is made 'a matter of 
Conſcience in their firſt Article of Expoſtalation : This 
Exhortation in the Concluſion is for carrying on their 
Cauſe: the Motives muſt have 4 Peculiar My to 
| | | chat; 


profe 


to preſerve the Unity of the Church. Whether theſe Pi- 
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that z and then it can hardly: otherwiſe he underſtood, 


than that they ſhould rejoice. on their Death - Beds for Se- 
e ee to their Poſterity, as themſelves 
ratels it in a purer Way. 8 1 25 1 
know I might add the peculiar Determination of 
Polterity by the Adjective Yaur, as an Argument that their 
own Children are more immediately intended; becauſe 
elſe they had more properly expreſſed in general their 
Care to ſecure Religion to Poſterity. 
But this may look like a Criticiſm, and therefore 1 
wave it. 1 2 : 
However, if ſuch be their Meaning, a greater Zeal, and 
a more reſolute Purpoſe of carrying on their Cauſe cannot 
be expreſs'd : To make it the Buſineſs of their Lives, and 
the Joy and Triumph of their Death, are Arguments 
which leave us but little Hope of prevailing with thoſe, 
who are ſo perſwaded. 1 
And yet in Charity to the Souls of many, who may ve- 
rily think that they ought to do many Aae the Cauſe 
of Separation, contrary to our Church, and for ſo doing, 


ſtated as a Caſe of Conſcience, to ſhow them what little 
Reaſon they have for Joy on any ſuch Account. For, 
not. to inſiſt on the Argument I have already us d, that 
they can be under no Obligation of bringing up their 
Children in the Principles of Separation, which alone 

would ſolve the Point, it may alſo be conſider d, That no- 
thing which may prove Matter of Sorrow to them after 
their Death, can be a proper Argument of Joy before it. 
Now it is certain, that to cauſe Diviſions in a Church, in 
which we may communicate without, Sin, and eſpecially to 
carry on and propagate theſe Diviſions to ſucceeding Ages, 
muſt be a Sin in the Sight of God, who has commanded us 


viſions be cauſeleſs or not, muſt: to them be uncertain at 
leaſt, till the Secrets of all Hearts ſhall be reveal'd, and 


their apprehending never fo much Reaſog; for them will 


ſignifie nothing, if at laſt - it prove, thak they 8 © have 
continued in this Church without Sin. So t Fin the 


* 


end they prove guilty of breaking the Peace of the Ges 


3 
by unreaſonable Separations, as tis impoſſible they ſhould 
be certain that they ſhall not, then their Triumphs will be 
turn'd into Shame, and their Joy to Mourning: And 
therefore tis highly incongruous, to aſſure our ſelves be- 
fore God, when we know not what judgment God will 
paſs upon us: For certainly the Controverſie hetween us 
is not yet fo clear, as to leave the Diſſenters in no doubt 
about it; and we may at leaſt have as fair a Pretence, and 
as good Reaſon, to think our ſelves in the Right, as they. 
Let them conſider therefore, whether to be zealous in a 
dubious Point can be any Argument of Joy at Death, 
when they have more Reaſon earneſtly to pray to God to 
look upon the Sincerity of their Hearts, and to. pardon 
them, if in the Uprightneſs of their Mind they have been 
miſtaken. Pt Na e OG", 

Let them conſider, that to be Zealous in a Matter, 
wherein they may be at laſt miſtaken, notwithſtanding 
all their preſent Aſſurance, and by their Zeal to derive 
irreparable Miſchiefs on the Church of God, muſt involve 
them / in much Guilt if at the laſt Account, they ſhould 
find themſelves deceiv'd. And tlis certainly, which muſt 
be fo uncertain in the Event, can never be a ſolid Cauſe 
of Comfort, much leſs of Joy and Triumph, in a Dying 
Hour. ent | | 

It may be ſaid, that they are Sincere, and defire, and 
endeavour nothing fo much as the Glory of God, and 
the Good of his Church; and their Sincerity in the Dif- 
charge of what they verily believ'd their Duty, may be a 
juſt ground of Joy at preſent, tho? it afterwards appear 
that they were miſtaken. „ 

But in Anſwer to this, let it be further conſidered, that 
Sincerity can never juſtify an erroneous Action, but only 
be an Argument with Almighty God to pardon the Sin 
committed in the Integrity of our Hearts. And what is 
their only Plea for Pardon, can never give them any Oc- 
caſion of Joy and Triumph, by Reflecting on their Sin- 
cerity in thoſe Actions, which without it, had loſt them 
to all Eternity. 5 "= Pk 


ſtians: he did it from as full a Conviction of Conſcience, - 


St. Pant verily thought he ought to perſecute the Chri- 
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CI} EA | 
and an Integrity of Heart, as fincere as can be pretended in the Cauſe of Separation, 
Yet it ſeems be was in the Wrong: And would this, had he dy d in that Perſwaſion, 
have been a juſt Argument of Joy and Triumpli at his Death ? 1 

And can it then be fo to hoſe who are zealous in the Cauſe of Separation, when, 
«fter all W they can have in this World, they may find themſelves decer d 
18 the next: | | Br” 

I have inſiſted on this point the longer, becauſe whatever is meant by that Expreſ- 
fon, which gave me Occaſion for it, it is plain from other places, that they look on 
carrying on the Cauſe of Separation, as a Matter. of Conſcience, a Diſcharge of their 
Ordination-Vow, and of the Duty they owe, to what they call, the Church of God: 
But I have prov'd in the former pages, that they can be under no Obligation of pro- 
pagating their principles, either to the Members of our Church, or to poſterity ; and 
I hope, that for Peace and Concord's ſake, they will never make Zeal for Separation, 

the Buſineſs of their Lives, and the Triumph of their Death. ; 
Could they really think their people runaing into Sin, ſhould they conform to our 
Church? Were their Numbers lefſen'd, and their Congregations empty'd by Confor- 
mity? Would they look upon us as all polluted ? Or ſhonld they not rather rejoyce 
as the Reſtoration of peace to the Church of God? If themſelves cannot conform, 
Can they think it their Duty to hinder others, without- concluding all under Sin for 
their Conformity ? And will they pronounce all guilty of Sin, in complying with the 
Rules of our Church? I am perſwaded they have more Charity :. and therefore ſince 
the Peace of the Church is to be valued above all things, where it is not inconſiſtent 
with their Duty to God, I take them to be under the higheſt Obligation not to per- 
ſwade any from it; but if they cannot conform themſelves, to ſuffer Men to follow their 
own Judgments freely. For if Conformity be no Sin to them who. de conform, then 
others can be under no Obligation but to themſelves, and muſt be guilty of breaking 
the Unity of the Church, if they infuſe their Perſwaſions into any, and perplex their 
Minds with Doubts, who before were ſatisfy'd in their Conformity, and guilty of no 
Sin in Conforming to us. And therefore all their Zeal and Induſtry, and Endeavours 
to continue the Separation, muſt, upon theſe Principles, very muck encreaſe - their 
Guilt, and can never be a proper Reflection for Joy and Triumph at the Timeof Death. 

Thus, Sir, I have run through the Letter, and have troubled you much longer 
than I thought to do, when I firſt took Pen in Hand. And now for a Concluſion ; 
with reference to the foregoing Pages, I muſt aſſure you, that I have faid nothing 
thro' the whole, but what is the real Senſe of my Heart, and do wiſh. for no- 
thing ſo much as Peace and Unity in the Church. And if Exhortations would pre- 
vail only ſo far, as to make Men conſider the Cauſe between us, and once more to 
doubt, whether they ought to continue thoſe Diviſions. which have torn the Body of 
the Church, and miſerably defac'd that Beauty, which conſiſts in Unity, and the Har- 
mony of all the Members, I ſhould ſtill entertain ſome Hopes, that thoſe who agree 
in One Faith, would agree in one Worſhip alſo, . LEFTY. 

For as to the Controverſy : the Separation has occaſion'd, I am fully ſatisfy'd by all 
that I have read, as well as by the beſt Judgment I am Maſter of, that there is not one 
ſinful Term in our Communion ; and all gur Divines, I dare anſwer for them, are 
fully fatisfy'd in their Conſciences of the ſame. The Londen Caſes, and ſeveral ex- 
cellent Pieces beſides, have ſet this Matter beyond Diſpute, altho' the Nonconformiſts 
will ftill diſpute it; for it is no Argument againſt the Truth, that it is not acknow- 
kede'd, and no Argument that a Man is not confuted, that he will ſtill, perſiſt in his 
Opinion; becauſe when a Truth is clearly prov d, the Incapacity can't lie in the Ar- 
gument that proves it, but in him, who refuſes to receiye it. When OO cha 
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themſelves to falſe Ways of Reaſoning, they are leſs capable of judging by the true 
Rules of Argument, and ſometimes thro' Obſtinacy,, ſometimes thro Prejudice. 
and Weakneſs of Underſtanding, the Force of the plaineſt Reaſon can make no Ini- 
preſſion on them. | | ny” 
Now from all this it follows, that ſuppoſing all the Terms of our Communion 
clear'd from the Charge of Sin, as certainly they have been, the Fault muſt lye on 
them, who will not be conyinc'd, but moſt unreaſonably continue, and repeat that 
Charge againſt us. | 
And therefore, if the Peace of the Church be of any Weight, and the preſerving. 
| it, a Duty incumbent on all who call themſelves Chriſtians, it is incumbent on every 
Nonconformiſt ſeriouſly to examine theſe Matters, not to fit down contented with 
his preſent Perſwaſion, but to lay aſide all Prejudice, and with a ſincere, and honeſt. 
Heart, to weigh the Arguments for Conformity: if any Doubt ariſes, not to go to 
that Teacher only whom he has choſen to himſelf, but to thoſe alſo, who are com- 
miſſion'd by Chriſt to inſtruct him in his Duty. Let him give both Sides an equal 
Hearing, and earneſtly apply himſelf to God for the Direction of his Judgment, and 
God will not ſuffer him to be miſtaken, but according to the Sincerity of his In- 
tentions it fhall be done unto him. | 

The great Zeal of the Nonconformiſts in 2 the Separation, has in- 
duc'd in the Concluſion, to ſay thus much, to ſhow them that they can be under no 
Obligation to ſuch a Practice, but are under the higheſt imaginable, to ſeek the Peace 
and Unicy of the Church: If their Conſciences cannot be ſatisfy'd, I pray God to 
have Compaſſion on their Weakneſs, and to pardon the Offence they commit, thro? 
Fear of offending Him: But if any among them are reſolved to maintain the Cauſe 
of Separation, and from a preſent Perſwaſion, that our Communion is ſinful, deter- 
min'd always to think ſo ; ſuch I mult tell. plainly, that, ſuppoſing their Perſwaſion 

ſhould prove true, their Reſulotion in the mean time is not juſtifiable : becauſe it ob- 
ſtructs the Way to Concord, and renders it impoſſible to convince them either of 
the Truth, or Falſhood of any Thing in Diſpute between us. 

The Zeal they profeſs for their Cauſe, the Practice of continuing the Separation 
to their Children, and the Obligation of Conſcience, they think incumbent on them 
to do thefe Things, has drawn me out into a greater length than [ intended. The 
Peace of the Church can never be hop'd for while they continue in this Mind; and 
as long as their Teachers hold Presbyterial Government moſt agretable to Scripture, 
and renounce Epiſcopacy, except only in the Name, tis impeſſible that Separation 
ſhould ceaſe» unleſs they will be fo ſincere with their people, as to exhort them to 
that Chuch, in which, ts us, they own the Terms of Lay-Communion lawful. 

And for themſelyes, unleſs they can. prove that they ought to gather Congrega- 
tions from us, when they own that People may lawfully hold Communion with us, 
they muſt needs perceive, that they break the Unity of the Church, where Peace and 
Concord might have been. preſerv'd ; and therefore tho' they may think themſelves 
Miniſters of the Goſpel, yet they cannot think themſelves bound to exerciſe their Mi- 
niſtry, when the Exercile of it is Deſtructive of the Church's peace. 5 | 

For where the Faith is truly profeſs d, and the Doctrines of the Goſpel truly 

reach'd ; where the Terms of Communion are lawful, and may without Sin be com- 
ply'd with, the peace of the Church overweighs all other Conliderations, and ought 
to convince them, that where it muſt be deſtroyed by the Exerciſe of their Miniſtry, 


it mult be preſery'd by their Silence, 
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1 **This they are bound in Conſcience to conſider of, and upan their own prin- 
1 eiples, are oblig'd in the mean time, nover to inſinuate, chat tlie Terms of our Com- 
F munion are ſinful, when they own the contrary, with reference to; the people; they. 
W | are oblig d in Conſcience never to draw off any from the Church, but as much-as 
= | | in them lyes, to exhort every Member of their reſpective Congregations, to forſake 


FT: 2 practice fo injurious to Chriſtianity, | "4 
= | Much might be faid upon this Subject, which requires a juſt Diſcourſe, and 
1 cannot be abſolv'd in the Concluſion of a Letter. What I have already intimated. is 
ſufficient to awaken the Conſideration. of "thoſe, who hall think the Importance of 
theſe Things deſerve a ſerious Thought. 0G) offi r d . fog 7 
F have dealt plainly, and ſpoke my Mind freely throughout the whole. At preſent 
you ſee the Cauſe of Nonconformity is carry'd on by thoſe of the Separation with 
as much Vigor and Indufiry as Men are capable of exerting. Whether it be by 
Weekly Meetings, and a general Correſpondence, is not material to enquire, but we ſee 
the Fact; we ſee continual Funds lay'd in to ſupply poſterity, as well as to anſwer 
their preſent Exigencies; and a Diligence that is ſo remarkable among them, can be 
imputed to nothing but a perſwaſion of their Conſciences, that they are carrying on 
the Cauſe of God, which the Letter frequently dedhres. But there is allo another 
Cauſe from whence their Activity may ſpring, which is frequently intimated in the 
Letter, tho' I have taken no Notice of it. And that is, they have form'd themſelves 
Into a diltin& Polity , oppofite to the Church, which they are reſolved to uphold 
and maintain with all their Might: I ſhall pafs no other Reflection on this, but that 
this Reſolution, how dangerous ſoe ver it may look to the Eſtabliſhment of the Church. 
of England, will never do us more Injury than it has already done, till ſuch Times as 
the Noncouforming Intereſt ſhall rife to ſuch an Height, that the Presbyter ians 
ſhall think us oblig'd to call them in for the Support of the Church, upon ſuch Oyer-. 
tures as they ſhall efteem reafonable at our Hands, 3 
Our Church has ftruggled with many Enemies, and tho ſhe has ſometimes been 
oppreſs d, and in all Humane Appearance, buried in the Rnines of her Fall; yet ſhe 
has always roſe Triumphant from the Duſt, and ſhone forth in her former Splendor. 
Our Diviſions, like Spots in the Sun, may be diſcern'd upon her, but theſe are not yet, 
God be thanked, ſpread ſo wide as to obſcure her Brightneſs, We are thankful. for 
her Proſperity, and rejoice in the Aſſurance of her Safety: Which-we have no Rea- 
ſon to doubt as long as a Proteſtant Prince ſhall -ſit npon-the-Eng/z/b Throne: Our 
Laws tranſmit the Church to poſterity. It enjoys all the Security for its Continu- 
ance to future Ages, that Man can give: And under her preſent Majeſty, it has, be- 
{ides the Laws, a moſt firm Eſtabliſhment in a Queen, whoſe Affection will always pre- 
ſerve it, and whoſe Piety will derive the Bleſſing of God upon it. 

I ſhalf add no more, but my prayers for the Queen and the Church, that God would 
bleſs her Majeſty, and long continue the Crown ſhe wears, in Glory upon her Head: 
That he would reſtore Peace and Unity to the Church, and inſpire this Nation with 
à Spirit of mutual Love and Charity. | | 

And now, Sir, having troubled you all this while, at your own Requeſt, I hope 
-yauw'll more eaſily excuſe, FONTS 
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the great Diſtance between the Dates of the Letter and the 
Remarks, Tt will be proper therefore to tell him that the Leiter 


laff': the Remarks could not ell be expetted ſouner. 


Mr. Sheffeild, Ar. Spademan, Mr. Shower, Ax. N. Tay- 


| Calamy, Mr. Harris, Ar. Chr. Taylor. 
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HE Reader, perhaps may be curious to khow the Reaſon f 


uot coming to theRemarker's Hand till a ſter t he midlalle of Januar Fe 


The Letter is printed exactly from the. Copy, aud to ſatisfy the 
World that it is Genuine, I have here ſubſcrib'd the Perſons 
Names to whom it / was ſent- Mr, How, Ax. Hammond, . 
A. Alſop, Mr. Stretton, Mr. Williams, Mr. Sylveſter, 


lor, Ar. Flemming, Ar. Oldfield, Ar. Reynolds, Arr. 
Chr. Stretton junior, Mr. Robinſon, Ar. Cotton, Mr. 
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